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Appendix J 
Letters to First Nations 

 



cont’d 

March 25, 2009 

[INSERT ADDRESS]

RE: Notice of Commencement  

Future of the Gardiner East: Gardiner EA and Integrated Urban 

Design Study 

Dear Sir/Ms: 

As per the City of Toronto’s protocol for “Mandatory Contacts for First Nations 

Consultation”, I am writing to notify you that the above-referenced project has been 

initiated.  Please note that as stated in the protocol, it is our understanding there is 

no active treaty or land claims processes underway in Toronto.  No response to this 

notice is required.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Waterfront Toronto (WT) and the City of Toronto (City) are initiating an 

environmental assessment and integrated urban design study to determine the future 

options for either retaining or removing the elevated portion of the Gardiner 

Expressway, east of Jarvis Street to Logan Avenue.  Dillon Consulting Limited 

(Dillon) has been retained by WT and the City to conduct an individual 

environmental assessment (EA) for the proposed reconfiguration.   

In addition to meeting the requirements of the Ontario Environmental Assessment 

Act, there is also the potential need to complete a federal EA under the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act.  Should a CEAA screening be required, a 

coordinated Ontario Individual/ Federal Environmental Assessment as defined by 

the Federal/ Provincial Environmental Assessment Coordination guide would be 

undertaken.  The Terms of Reference (ToR) for this EA is the first phase of the 

study to be completed and includes consultation with the public, agencies and other 

stakeholders. The Draft EA ToR will be circulated for agency review in mid-May 

2009 and will identify the process to be followed for the completion of the EA.  

The attached “Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference” provides some 

background to the study.   

Sample Letter to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
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Should you have any questions or require any further information, please contact me 

at the above address or by email to dmckinnon@dillon.ca.

Yours truly, 

Dillon Consulting Limited 

Don McKinnon, MES, MCIP 
Environmental Assessment Coordinator 

Gardiner Expressway and Lake Shore Boulevard Reconfiguration, Environmental 

Assessment and Integrated Urban Design Study 

Attach.

/mrb 

Our Project: 09-1405 

Sample Letter to Indian and Northern Affairs Canada





The Process
This study will be carried out in accordance with the requirements of the EA Act.  The fi rst step in the 
process is the preparation of a Terms of Reference (ToR).  The ToR will set out the proponent’s framework 
and work plan for addressing the EA Act requirements when preparing the EA; including such things as 
the alternatives and urban design criteria that will be considered and the public consultation activities that 
will be carried out. If approved by the Minister of the Environment, the ToR will provide the framework and 
requirements for the preparation of the EA.

Consultation
The involvement of the public, agencies and other interested persons in determining what the ToR should 
include is a fundamental objective of this study. Waterfront Toronto and the City encourage all members of 
the public, agencies and other interested persons to actively participate in the planning process by attend-
ing consultation opportunities or contacting staff directly with comments or questions. 
Waterfront Toronto and the City are committed to including the public in this study through consultation 
opportunities designed to occur throughout the planning process. Communication of these consultation 
opportunities will be done through newspapers, direct mail, and a website. The consultation process and 
the study’s progress will be kept up to date on the website hosted by Waterfront Toronto.  Public events 
will be held in various locations throughout the city.  The fi rst round of public meetings will take place on 
March 28, March 30, April 2 and April 4. The second round of public meetings will be scheduled for late 
April. Notices will be placed in the local media to advertise these events.  

For more information please visit www.waterfrontoronto.ca.

For further information on the proposed study please contact:    

Liz Nield, Neutral Community Facilitator’s Offi ce
515 Consumers Road, Suite 201, Toronto, Ontario, M2J 4Z2
Phone: 416-894-1448    Fax: 416-536-3453    Email: info@gardinerconsultation.ca

Notice of  Commencement of  Terms of  Reference
Gardiner Expressway and Lake Shore Blvd. Reconfi guration, Environmental Assessment 
and Integrated Urban Design Study, Waterfront Toronto and City of Toronto

Waterfront Toronto and the City of Toronto (City)
are jointly initiating an environmental assessment 
(EA) and integrated urban design study to explore 
the feasibility of removing the elevated Gardiner 
Expressway from approximately Jarvis Street to 
Logan Avenue.  It is the shared goal of Waterfront
Toronto and the City to realize the full potential 
of Toronto’s waterfront as a world-class location  
in which to live, work and play. This study will 
examine how a potential reconfi guration of the 
Gardiner Expressway and Lake Shore Boulevard 
in this area can contribute to the achievement of 
that goal. The study is being initiated under the 
Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EA Act).

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Environmental Assessment Act, unless otherwise stated in the 
submission, any personal information such as name, address, telephone number and property location included in a submission will 
become part of the public record fi les for this matter and will be released, if requested, to any person.

Saturday, March 28, 2009
Trident Banquet Hall and Conference Centre
145 Evans Avenue, Etobicoke
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (Open House)
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Presentation)

Public Forum #1

Monday, March 30, 2009   
Scarborough Civic Centre - Rotunda
150 Borough Drive, Scarborough 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (Open House)               
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Presentation)

Thursday, April 2, 2009
Harbourfront Community Centre – Gymnasium
627 Queens Quay West, Toronto
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. (Open House)               
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (Presentation)

Saturday, April 4, 2009
North York Memorial Hall - Burgundy Room
5110 Yonge Street, North York
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Open House)
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Presentation)
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Waterfront Toronto and the City of Toronto are seeking public input into a project considering the 
removal, replacement, improvement or maintenance of the Gardiner Expressway from Jarvis Street 
to just east of the Don Valley Parkway.  
 
Public input into this important project is 
critical.  You can participate online and/or 
by attending one of our Public Forums.  We 
are hosting four public information sessions 
across the City in this second round of 
public consultations.  The Environmental 
Assessment process involves many rounds 
of public meetings and locations will be 
varied to ensure many different 
neighbourhoods are covered.  
 
You are invited to attend Public Forum #2 
where you can learn more about the key components of the Environmental Assessment Terms of 
Reference that have been drafted, including: Study Goals and Principles, Alternative Concepts, 
Evaluation Process and Criteria Groups, and the approach for Environmental Assessment 
Consultation.  You will also be able to ask questions and speak directly with members of the project 
team, offer input, submit comments, and raise concerns.  The team will present a summary of 
public input that has been received to date through Public Forum #1 and the consultation website.   
 
    Public Forum #2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you can’t attend a meeting you can participate online.  Please join us at 
www.gardinerconsultation.ca where you can learn about the project and discuss your insights, 
ideas, and views.  You will also be able to read and respond to other participants’ comments.  Your 
ideas will help decide the future of the Gardiner Expressway East. 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 23, 2009 
6:30 – 7:30 PM (Open House) 
7:30 – 9:00 PM (Presentation) 
Centennial College Residence & Conference Centre  
940 Progress Avenue, Scarborough 

Saturday April 25, 2009 
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Open House) 
12:00 – 1:30 PM (Presentation) 
McKee Public School, Gymnasium 
35 Church Avenue, North York 

Monday April 27, 2009 
6:30 – 7:30 PM (Open House) 
7:30 – 9:00 PM (Presentation) 
Dundas Junior Public School, Gymnasium 
935 Dundas Street East, Toronto 

Tuesday April 28 
6:30 – 7:30 PM (Open House) 
7:30 – 9:00 PM (Presentation) 
Etobicoke Collegiate Institute, Auditorium 
86 Montgomery Road, Etobicoke 

For information contact:   
info@gardinerconsultation.ca

  416-894-1448 

www.gardinerconsultation.ca

Help Decide the Future of the Gardiner Expressway East

 
This consultation is part of an environmental assessment and urban design study being initiated under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act. 




