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Throw everything at Stephen Harper’s Conservatives — scandal, torture
allegations, accusations of secrecy and control — and Canadians still like
them. Two new national opinion polls are out with one result: the Tories
lead the Liberals.

Angus Reid Public Opinion’s latest online survey, released today, has the
Conservatives polling at 35 per cent — a seven point lead over the Liberals
at 28 per cent. The NDP are at 19 per cent compared to 11 per cent for the
Bloc and seven per cent for the Green Party.

The poll of 1,014 Canadians was conducted between April 28 and 29. It has
a margin of error of plus or minus 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of
20.

The Angus Reid pollsters note this poll was taken in a month that saw the
resignation of Helena Guergis from cabinet after the Prime Minister
referred still-unknown information to the RCMP; the appearance of Rahim
Jaffer before a parliamentary committee and House of Commons Speaker
Peter Milliken’s ruling ordering Mr. Harper to hand the secret Afghan
detainee documents over to the opposition.

Despite all of this, the Angus Reid survey finds that Liberal Leader Michael
Ignatieffis polling the “worst momentum” score in April — 31 per cent of
respondents say their opinion of Mr. Ignatieff has worsened while six per
cent say their opinion has improved for a rating of minus 25. Mr. Harper
was not too far behind, the poll says, at minus 21. NDP Leader Jack
Layton, meanwhile, has a rating of only minus 2.

Angus Reid numbers reinforce what a Leger Marketing poll, released
Friday to the CBC, found. It showed that ifa general election were held
now 36 per cent of Canadians would support the Conservatives compared
to 25 per cent for the Ignatieff Liberals. It also found the NDP would
receive 20 per cent support compared to nine per cent for the Bloc and
eight per cent for the Green Party.

Again, the Leger poll — an online survey of 1,505 Canadians between April
27 and 29 — was conducted during the height of the Guergis/Jaffer affair
amid new revelations almost every day and the Speaker’s ruling. When
asked who would make the best prime minister, 31 per cent of respondents
chose Mr. Harper compared to 23 per cent for Mr. Layton and only 16 per
cent for Mr. Ignatieff.

National pollster Nik Nanos, meanwhile, has some observations as to how
a party can break through to a majority government: never mind the petty
politics.

He told CT'V’s Question Period yesterday that the use of “wedge politics” —
stirring up debate over abortion or the long-gun registry —is “really just a
recipe for minority governments.” He noted that prime ministers who
have won sweeping mandates have done so by offering a vision,
controversial or not, that “they’ve stuck to it and fought for it.”
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