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"For any politician, this could represent a significant opportunity to say ‘we might take
it for granted that we can turn our taps on and drink the water, but we shouldn't," he
said.

With the exception of Quebec, most Canadians want the federal government to take
the lead on this issue. Seventy-seven per cent of Quebecers believe that all levels of
government should work together to protect this resource.

Mr. Nanos said that any Canadian who visits Europe recognizes how precious fresh
water is, and most Canadians are starting to view the oil and gas industry with a
"short-term lens."”

He said the results show that Canadians are starting to realize that fresh water "could
be a competitive advantage, an advantage as of lifestyle, and long-term standard of
living," he said.

1000 Canadians were polled between May 26 and June 1, 2009. The survey has a
margin of error of 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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